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If you build that foundation, both the moral and the ethical foundation, as well as the business
foundation, and the experience foundation, then the building won’t crumble.
Henry Kravis
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..from the desk of the Executive Director

Greening the Economy Retains and Creates Jobs!

This issue of “on the Job” is dedicated to ‘greening’ our community.

I believe that one way Lawrence County can chart a path to a stronger
economy is by committing to a green, sustainable future. Local
businesses, municipalities and non-profits have the opportunity to fund
renewable and energy saving projects through several state programs. Read further to learn
more about these programs and local companies that received funding. The LCEDC is here to
assist you in applying for these programs. Please contact our office at 724-658-1488 to discuss
your next project.

Linda

Note: Please check out our website for updates on demographics, Top 50 employers, news,
schedules and directory information.




Alternative and Clean Energy Program

The Alternative and Clean Energy Program provides financial

@ assistance in the form of grant and loan funds that will be used by
= eligible applicants for the utilization, development and construction

of alternative and clean energy projects in the Commonwealth. The

Program is administered jointly by the Department of Community and Economic Development

(DCED) and the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), under the direction of the

Commonwealth Financing Authority. Activities to promote the utilization, development and

construction of alternative and clean energy projects in the Commonwealth.

Funding:

Loans: Loans for manufacturers of alternative and/or clean energy generation equipment or
components shall not exceed $35,000 for every new job created within three years after
approval of the loan. Loans for any alternative energy production or clean energy project shall
not exceed $5 million or 50% of the total project cost, whichever is less.

Grants: Grants for manufacturers of alternative an /or clean energy generation equipment or
components shall not exceed $10,000 for every job projected to be created by the business
within three years after approval of the grant. Grants for any alternative energy production or
clean energy project shall not exceed $2 million or 50% of the total cost, whichever is less.
Guarantees: The Authority may award grants to applicants that would serve as a guarantee
for the financing in the project. Grants shall not exceed $5 million and have a term of not more
than 5 years. In the event of a default, the grant will pay up to 75% of the deficiency.

Eligibility:

A business, and economic development organization, or a political subdivision, includes
municipalities, counties and school districts. As defined in Section II B, political subdivisions
may not apply for loans for Alternative Energy Production Projects.

Terms:

There is a matching investment requirement of at least $1 for $1 of program funds awarded.
There is a $100 non-refundable application fee due at the time of submission made payable to
the CFA. There is a 1% commitment fee on all approved loans.
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Renewable Energy Program — Geothermal and Wind Projects

The Renewable Energy Program provides financial assistance in the form of grants and loan
funds to promote the use of alternative energy in the Commonwealth. The program is
administered jointly by the Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED)
and the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) under the direction of CFA.

Uses:
Activities to assist with geothermal technologies and wind energy projects.
Funding:

Loans: Loans for component manufacturers of renewable energy generation equipment up to
$35,000 for every new job created Loans for geothermal systems or wind energy generation or
distribution projects shall not exceed $5 million.

Grants: Grants for component manufacturers of renewable energy generation equipment up to
$5,000 for every new job created. Grants for geothermal systems or wind energy generation or
distribution projects up to $1 million. Grants for planning and feasibility studies up to 50% of
the total cost of the planning project or $175,000, whichever is less.

Guarantees: The Authority may award grants to applicants that would serve as a guarantee
for the financing in the project. Grants shall not exceed $5million an have a term of not more
than five years. In the event of a default, the grant will pay up to 75% of the deficiency.

Eligibility:

A business, and economic development organization, or a political subdivision, includes
municipalities, counties and school districts.

Terms:

There is a matching investment requirement of at least $1 for every $1 of program funds
awarded. There is a $100 non-refundable application fee due at the time of submission made
payable to the CFA. There is a 1% commitment fee on all approved loans.




Solar Energy Program

The Solar Energy Program provides financial assistance in the form
of grants and loan funds to promote the use of alternative energy in
the Commonwealth. The program is administered jointly by the
Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED)
and the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) under the
direction of CFA.

Uses:

Activities to promote the generation and use of solar energy and the manufacture or assembly
of solar equipment.

Funding:

Loans: Loans for component manufacturers of solar energy generation equipment up to
$35,000 for every new job created within three years after approval of the loan. Loans for so-
lar energy generation or distribution projects shall not exceed $5 million or $2.25 per watt,
whichever is less.

Grants: Grants for component manufacturers of solar energy generation equipment up to
$5,000 for every new job created by the business within three years after approval of the grant.
Grants for solar energy generation or distribution projects, solar research and development
Facilities, and solar thermal projects shall not exceed $1 million or $2.25 per watt, whichever is
less. Grants for planning and feasibility studies shall not exceed 50% of the total cost of the
planning project or $175,000, whichever is less.

Guarantees: The authority may award grants to applicants that would serve as a guarantee for
the financing in the project. Grants shall not exceed $20 million and have a term of not more
than five years. In the event of a default, the grant will pay up to 75% of the deficiency.

Eligibility:

A business, an economic development organization, or a political subdivision, includes
municipalities, counties and school districts

Terms:

There is a matching investment requirement of at least $1 for every $1 of program funds
awarded. There is a $100 non-refundable application fee due at the time of submission made
payable to the CFA. There is a 1% commitment fee on all approved loans.
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PEDA (PA Energy Development Authority) Grants

The Pennsylvania Energy Development Authority (PEDA) is offering funding for
innovative, advanced energy projects, and for businesses interested in locating or
expanding their alternative energy manufacturing or production operations in the
Commonwealth. PEDA will consider projects such as the manufacturing of alternative energy
or energy efficiency equipment or materials; the development of innovative new alternative
energy or energy efficiency technologies; the generation of alternative energy or the production
of alternative fuels; or the implementation of energy efficiency/demand side projects.

Eligibility:

Corporations, partnerships, associations and other legal business entities,
non-profit corporations, colleges, universities, municipalities, and any
public corporation, authority or body whatsoever.

Application Availability:
Early spring 2010

Application Deadline:

60 days following application availability date

Consortium-based Training Opportunity Announcement

At the request of local manufacturing partners, the AMDM Industry Partnership is
pleased to announce a number of courses available to train your incumbent workforce at
a reduced rate. IP members pay just 25% of the total program cost! The industry part-
nership training grant (acquired on behalf of Lawrence and Mercer County Manufactur-
ers) will cover the remaining 75%. All classes are set to begin in mid February.
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Blueprint Reading with GD&T 36 6 8 $900 $225

CNC Milling 36 6 8 $1000 $250

Industrial Electricity 36 6 8 $900 $225
Hydraulics 36 6 8 $950 $237.50
Pneumatics 36 6 8 $950 $237.50

Programmable Logic Control 36 6 8 $1000 $250

Solidworks Software for Industry 36 6 8 $1100 $275
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Axion Power International Awarded PEDA Grant

Axion Power International, Inc., located in the former New Castle Battery facility at 3601
Clover Lane, Neshannock Township, is the developer of advanced lead-carbon PbC® batteries.
On December 28, 2009 the company announced that it had been awarded a grant from the
Pennsylvania Energy Development Authority. The grant will be used to assist in the develop-
ment and deployment of an Axion PowerCube ™ battery energy storage system using the com-
pany’s proprietary PbC battery technology. The 500 kilowatt PowerCube will be built and in-
stalled at Axion’s New Castle battery manufacturing facility and will be designed to enhance a
Smart Grid electrical distribution system, including a future solar-powered electric vehicle,
charging station and a potential wind-powered energy system.

The $248,650 grant is part of $1.5 million in Pennsylvania state grant aid that is dedicated to
“innovative green energy projects” announced recently by Gov. Edward G. Rendell. “These
are the types of projects that are putting us on the road to energy independence,” the gover-
nor’s office stated in its press release.

Axion Power CEO Thomas Granville said the state grant reaffirms the environmental attributes
and energy storage potential of the Company’s proprietary PbC battery technology, which
forms the basis of the PowerCube.

Axion began small-scale production of niche market lead-acid batteries, including 16-volt race-
car and various collector car batteries, in May 2006 after making some minor site modifica-
tions and equipment upgrades at the former New Castle Battery Co. Axion produced its first
batch of PbC batteries in January 2007, and immediately put them into test protocols. Axion’s
new lead-carbon technology represents a major advance in lead-acid battery technology. A
few of the product advantages are: less lead; higher power delivery rates; faster recharge rates;
and longer life cycles than those achieved from current conventional lead acid batteries.

The technology will expand the markets for hybrid vehicles and solar and wind energy sys-
tems. Each of these markets is seeking the very advantages Axion offers. In addition, the
technology will service the more traditional deep-cycle markets, which refers to applications,
such as solar, that use a high percentage of a battery’s stored energy; uninterruptible power
supply (UPS) markets, and telecommunications markets.




...Axion Power International Awarded PEDA Grant continued

The company currently has 50 employees. In the last year the company has expanded into addi-
tional space at the former Valley Drug facility located in Neshannock Business Park due to
continued growth. “Axion is leading the way in green technologies and represents the future of
industry in Lawrence County - advanced research and manufacturing, noted Sam Mastovich,
President of the LCEDC’s Board of Directors. He further noted that Lawrence County is proud
to be home of another quality manufacturing facility thus building upon the rich heritage of
industry in the community”.

Conservation Works! Grants

Following is a list of local municipal and non-profit organization projects
receiving Conservation Works! Grants in Lawrence County:

City of New Castle - $16,732 to retrofit indoor fluorescent lighting at several facilities. Total
kilowatt hours saved: 554,130

Ellwood City Borough - $250,000 to install 250 LED street lights. Total kilowatt hours saved
1,815,000

Jameson Memorial Hospital - $222,351 to upgrade the school’s cooling system, including a
new cooling tower and building controls to maximize free cooling
opportunities. Total kilowatt hours saved: 12,451,540

Market Access Grants are now available!

Regional companies may now apply for Market Access Grant funding
to help offset some of their expenses while traveling abroad.
Companies can apply for up to $3,000 to offset expenses such as
airfare, lodging, in-country transportation, interpreter fees, or
exhibition fees.

Applications are available at www.nwcommission.org.
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Foreign Trade Offices Spring Visit

Fourteen overseas trade representatives will travel the northwest region on March 16, 2010 to
meet with regional companies one-on-one.

The Northwest Commission is actively recruiting for the following trade missions and trade
shows:

. Nanotech 2010 Tokyo, Japan; February 17-19, 2010 (catalogue only)

. Trade Mission to Australia and New Zealand; March 1-9, 2010
. IndiaWood 2010, Bangalore, India; March 4-8, 2010
. Business Development Mission to Turkey; March 15-19, 2010

. Expomin2010, Santiago, Chile; April 15-18, 2010

. Bauma 2010, Munich, Germany; April 19-25, 2010

. Trade Mission to Poland and Russia; May 31-June 4, 2010

. Global Petroleum Show 2010, Calgary, Canada; June 8-10, 2010

Advanced Waste Systems Ellwood Group Sam Biasucci

Anderson Bros. Tools Faddis Concrete Slippery Rock University
Beyond Words Lawrence Co. Social Services Steelite International

Bruce & Merrilees Electric Lawrence Co. Tourism Tanner Industries

BC3 Lee Michael Industries United Way

Castle Builders MIBS, Inc. West Central Job Partnership
Castle Realty New Castle School of Trades ~ Westminster College

Central Heating & Plumbing  R. G. Steel Corporation

Ellwood Chamber RAR Engineering

Funding for this newsletter is made possible by a generous grant from the
Lawrence County Commissioners:
Steve Craig, Rick DeBlasio, and Dan Vogler

Lawrence County Economic Development Corporation
Plaza South, Suite 100/100 East Reynolds Stree
New Castle, PA 16101
724-658-1488
www.lawrencecounty.com
Linda Nitch, Executive Director (nitch@Ilawrencecounty.com)
Diane Lynn Richardson, Assistant Director (richardson@Ilawrencecounty.com
John DiMuccio, Project Coordinator (dimuccio@lawrencecounty.com
Christine Vanasco, Executive Assistant (vanasco@lawrencecounty.cor]
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