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Executive Director, Benjamin Bush, opened the morning
by emphasizing the potential for Lawrence County’s
growth.
He was joined by Justin Capouellez, Field Representative
for the SW Region PA Association of Realtors, Stephen
Demofonte, Chairman of the Neshannock Township
Supervisors, developers, John LaCarte and Richie
McClure, who each underscored the importance of
collaboration between local government, developers, and
business leaders to drive successful projects. 
The program also featured an introduction of Maxwell
Frederick, Economic Development Specialist for Forward
Lawrence, who works directly with businesses and
developers to support investment opportunities
throughout the county.
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Forward Lawrence welcomed a roomful of
real estate professionals, community
leaders, and economic development
experts at the 2025 Real Estate
Development Breakfast on August 15 at the
Avalon Field Club at New Castle. The
invitation-only event offered insights into
Lawrence County’s most strategic
development opportunities while providing
a unique networking platform for regional
leaders.

Real Estate Development Breakfast
Showcases Opportunities in
Lawrence County

Opening Remarks

Click here to view the PowerPoint Presentation:
Unlocking Opportunities in Lawrence County  

https://www.facebook.com/ForwardLawrence
https://www.lawrencecounty.com/2025-real-estate-presentation
https://www.lawrencecounty.com/2025-real-estate-presentation


Bush led a presentation outlining available sites
and facilities across Lawrence County, ranging
from industrial parks and commercial corridors to
retail, residential, and data center opportunities.
Key topics including the Industrial Sites
Assessment, Brownfields Assessment Grant, and
announcement of the upcoming hotel study were
also featured, demonstrating the county’s
commitment to readiness and long-term growth.

Highlighting Sites and Facilities

The program’s keynote was delivered by 
Dr. Russell Mills, Regional Executive of the Federal
Reserve Bank of Cleveland’s Pittsburgh Branch. 
Dr. Mills provided an economic outlook that
connected national and regional trends with local
opportunities. He noted that while businesses are
navigating challenges such as inflation and shifting
workforce needs, Lawrence County’s proactive site
development and planning position it competitively
within the Pittsburgh metro region.

Economic Outlook

The event wrapped up with door prizes including
an overnight Stay-and-Play package in New
Wilmington Borough and continued conversation
among attendees. Networking proved just as
valuable as the presentations, with many
participants connecting on future projects and
partnerships.

Closing & Networking

The Real Estate Development Breakfast reinforced
that Lawrence County is prepared to welcome
investment and development across multiple
sectors. Forward Lawrence extends its thanks to all
speakers and attendees and looks forward to
building on this momentum. Stay tuned for
upcoming opportunities to engage with us as we
continue to shape the region’s economic future.

Looking Ahead



The Fancy Strawberry
101 North Mill Street
New Castle, PA 16101
FREE FOR MEMBERS
Non-Members Pay $5

ChamberPerk-Up

Join us at the
FANCY STRAWBERRY

Friday Morning
Aug 22, 2025
7:30 - 9:30 AM

We couldn’t be more excited! 
The Fancy Strawberry Cafe is hosting our August Chamber Perk-Up! 

Latonia Smith, owner of The Fancy Strawberrry Cafe welcomes us to
check out this wonderful new cafe in downtown New Castle. Hear from
Kelsey Schnur of Casa of Midwest PA about their mission to train and

provide quality volunteer advocates for children. 

Chamber Perk-Ups are breakfast networking events bringing local
business professionals together over coffee, encouraging casual

conversations, quick introductions, and relationship-building.
Attendees connect, share ideas, promote their businesses, and hear

community updates and brief guest presentations.
Click here to Register

Register Here

https://business.lawrencecounty.com/events/details/2025-08-22-chamber-perk-up-fancy-strawberry-and-casa-485
https://business.lawrencecounty.com/events/details/2025-08-22-chamber-perk-up-fancy-strawberry-and-casa-485
https://business.lawrencecounty.com/events/details/2025-08-22-chamber-perk-up-fancy-strawberry-and-casa-485


We are now accepting question submissions for the elected
officials at the State of the County event. Have a question?

Send it to info@lawrencecounty.com!

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:us:59c26a6b-90f9-4ff7-b22f-0da29c7af4a4
mailto:info@lawrencecounty.com




Earlier this month, Lawrence County Economic Development Corporation‘s (LCEDC) Director, Diane
Richardson, and Economic Development Specialist, Maxwell Frederick, represented our Forward
Lawrence team at the 2025 National Brownfields Training Conference, held August 5–8 at McCormick
Place in Chicago the largest U.S. gathering dedicated to environmental revitalization and economic
redevelopment. This bi-annual event, co-hosted by the EPA and ICMA, drew more than 2,000
professionals and offered over 180 sessions, mobile workshops, and valuable networking
opportunities.

They were immersed in a range of programming, from technical seminars to policy discussions.
Highlights included sessions on GIS-based ESRI StoryMaps, strategies for stacking multiple funding
sources, and conversations with EPA Region 3 staff who showcased real-world projects from start to
finish. They also connected with Catalyst Connection’s Petra Mitchell and attended a panel of mayors
from multiple states who shared best practices from successful Brownfields redevelopment projects.

The conference emphasized how recent administrative priorities such as green energy, solar, and tax
abatement programs are shaping redevelopment efforts. While Brownfields projects often face delays
due to remediation costs and uncertainty around contamination, the EPA continues to expand
programs that protect future property owners from liability. This protection is essential to attracting the
private investment dollars needed to move projects forward.

A standout moment for Max and Diane was the keynote by Steve Weikal, Industry Chair of the Real
Estate Transformation Lab at MIT and a leading voice on how technology is reshaping the built
environment. His talk, “AI in Real Estate: Reshaping How We Develop, Operate, and Invest,” explored
how artificial intelligence can streamline workflows, assess site viability, and predict investment
outcomes. His insights resonated strongly and sparked ideas for how Lawrence County can integrate
these tools into our own redevelopment strategies.

Max and Diane returned both energized and inspired with 
fresh approaches to planning, new mapping techniques, and 
a new appreciation for deep-dish pizza.

NATIONAL BROWNFIELDS TRAINING
CONFERENCE - 2025



Forward Lawrence was proud to have a booth at this year’s Lawrence
County Fair, and it gave us the perfect chance to connect with so
many of our members and neighbors. Throughout the week, we
stopped by local exhibits, watched families enjoy the rides, and saw
firsthand the endless hard work that goes into showcasing the best of
our county. From livestock displays and youth projects to local food
vendors and small businesses, the fair is a reminder of what makes
Lawrence County such a special place to live, work, and do business.

We were especially glad to see and support so many of our Chamber
members who were involved whether as sponsors, volunteers, or
participants. We love the fair, and we love Lawrence County!

2025 LAWRENCE COUNTY FAIR
WHAT A GREAT WEEK AT THE LAWRENCE COUNTY FAIR





https://business.lawrencecounty.com/list/member/ascent-pickleball-new-castle-3741
https://lindyslunchtogo.com/
https://lindyslunchtogo.com/
https://lindyslunchtogo.com/


Despite having more than 650,000 acres of preserved farmland
in Pennsylvania, these lands remain vulnerable to utility and
infrastructure projects. Pennsylvania agriculture is a $132.5
billion industry that provides more than 593,000 jobs to
Pennsylvanians but faces a significant challenge as preserved
farmland is not as protected from industrial and development
projects as many believe.

The Pennsylvania Farm Bureau is advocating for legislation to
provide farmers with more financial compensation when their
land is taken by eminent domain and multiple bills are currently
being proposed.

Republican Senators Cris Dush and Kristin Phillips-Hill have each
introduced bills that would make it more expensive for agencies
and organizations to seize land from farmers.

Senator Dush's measure SB 225 passed the Pennsylvania Senate
unanimously in June. It would require seizing agencies to take
"goodwill" into account when they pay for land taken through
eminent domain. That means an agency will need to financially
account for the impact a farm has on the community and
ancillary costs that are incurred when relocating a farmer.

Upward pressure on farmland values will likely continue with
increases driven by such factors as shrinking arable land, rising
food demand, urban sprawl, population growth, and
environmental degradation.

Even billionaires like Bill Gates and Jeff Bezos are quietly buying
up vast amounts of farmland and recognize that farmland is
low-volatility and an asset that preserves and grows
generational wealth.

The Pennsylvania Farmland Preservation Association cites
multiple reasons for preserving farmland including securing
local food sources, maintaining local heritage and quality of life,
stabilizing property taxes, boosting local economies, and
ensuring a healthy environment. 

Pennsylvania leads the nation in terms of permanently
preserved farms and acreage.For farm families, farming is more
than a business – it’s their heritage and enables them to create a
meaningful and enduring legacy for generations to come. 

Farmland real estate values continue to increase across the U.S.
and rose to record levels in 2025, reaching $5,330 per acre, a
4.7% increase, (+ $260 per acre), from 2024. 

Continuing a long-term trend, California and Northeastern states
reported the highest average cropland values, followed by the
Midwest and Florida.The Sunshine State increases are being
driven by strong specialty crop production and residential
development.

Pennsylvania mirrors national trends with the average farm real
estate value rising to $6,800 per acre in 2023, marking an 8.8%
increase from the previous year. Cropland values rose by 7.9%
to $7,600 per acre, and pastureland increased by 9.1% to $3,600
per acre. Acreage with road and utility access, developable
terrain, and locations near growing cities and amenities tend to
sell best. Forested mountain lands and remote barren sites have
weaker demand.

Some of this growth in farmland values is also being fueled by
renewed confidence following recent federal disaster assistance
authorized under the 2025 American Relief Act. The legislation
provides a combined $30 billion in ad hoc aid, including
approximately $21 billion for 2023 – 2024 natural disaster losses
and $10 billion in Emergency Commodity Assistance Program
payments tied to 2024 per-acre losses.

In addition, farm real estate continues to face upward pressure
from competing land uses, including solar and energy
development, lifestyle-driven demand fueled by expanded
telework opportunities and continued interest from investors
who view farmland as a stable, inflation-resilient asset class.

Changes in farmland values are geographically uneven,
however, and are influenced by such variables as regional water
constraints and shifting crop patterns. In some areas, recent
federal disaster assistance may have tempered pressure to
renegotiate downward. 

Washington and Montana led the country in cropland cash rent
growth, up 10.7% and 8.2%, respectively, followed by Alabama at
8.1%. Meanwhile, cropland rents in Hawaii, New Mexico,
Wyoming, West Virginia and Massachusetts declined by more
than 5%, likely due to a mix of stabilized drought conditions,
changing land use priorities and rebalancing after years of sharp
growth.

Yet, some warning signs are evident that increasing farmland
values may soon slow.Economist Daniel Munch of Market Intel
reports, “Much of the current support stems from ad-hoc federal
disaster and economic aid, not stronger market fundamentals.”
He adds, “Land values remain strong, but long-term farm
profitability is increasingly reliant on policy, not price.” 

INSIDE THE METRO
PAUL BUCCIARELLI

VALUE OF FARMLAND INCREASING RAPIDLY

Sources:
 
Career Exploration | Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Multiple efforts being made to protect PA preserved
farmland from eminent domain
YouTube / V12959 V2 Iteration on BP 16X9
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/real-estate-rising-
farmland-values-hit-record-high
The Soaring Price of American Farmland | OilPrice.com 
Why Preserve Farmland | PFPA | PA Farmland Preservation
Assoc. 

https://www.zerohedge.com/political/bill-gates-becomes-americas-largest-farmland-owner-while-great-reset-says-future-no
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/solar-energy-expansion-and-its-impacts-on-rural-communities
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/solar-energy-expansion-and-its-impacts-on-rural-communities
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/pda/about-pda/workforce-development/career-exploration
https://local21news.com/news/local/harrisburg-capitol-senator-cris-dush-senator-kristin-phillips-hill-pennsylvania-eminent-domain-preserved-farmland-seized-good-will-department-of-agriculture-investigative-journalism-cbs-21-investigates-july-2025
https://local21news.com/news/local/harrisburg-capitol-senator-cris-dush-senator-kristin-phillips-hill-pennsylvania-eminent-domain-preserved-farmland-seized-good-will-department-of-agriculture-investigative-journalism-cbs-21-investigates-july-2025
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJTXcqxsQ7Y
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/real-estate-rising-farmland-values-hit-record-high
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/real-estate-rising-farmland-values-hit-record-high
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/The-Soaring-Price-of-American-Farmland.html#:~:text=Farmland%20values%20rose%204.3%25%20in%202025%20to%20an,by%20shrinking%20arable%20land%20and%20rising%20food%20demand.
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/The-Soaring-Price-of-American-Farmland.html#:~:text=Farmland%20values%20rose%204.3%25%20in%202025%20to%20an,by%20shrinking%20arable%20land%20and%20rising%20food%20demand.
https://dev.pafarmland.org/why-preserve-farmland/why-preserve-farmland
https://dev.pafarmland.org/why-preserve-farmland/why-preserve-farmland
https://dev.pafarmland.org/why-preserve-farmland/why-preserve-farmland


Stop in and support Echoes of Time, a 
new antique store in New Castle, PA!

1401 E Washington St
New Castle, PA 16101

Open Wednesday - Saturday
10:00 - 4:00 

https://www.think3tech.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61574837476407
https://www.etsy.com/shop/echoesoftimeshop/?etsrc=sdt&fbclid=IwY2xjawLmQlNleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF4U0JNb1lvOW5ha0N1WlNaAR7JlFZ8DhgV1golNlKAG1tCdVoPGMhb6eY6ZkUbBnfpny184cz-JOkzHMFZlQ_aem__9OhodhN07G9g4wC9rCTnA
https://www.instagram.com/echoesoftimeshop?fbclid=IwY2xjawLmQmRleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF4U0JNb1lvOW5ha0N1WlNaAR49cQnVaBgo91ZpNRa3RNZTQTKb1xYR7BMarnvPFtsmaktm2heLY5KYxsc27w_aem_8b0h_oyGb-GFGUFoMYkybg
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61574837476407
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61574837476407


START A BUSINESS, GROW YOUR BUSINESS!
The Duquesne University Small Business Development Center (SBDC) offers no-cost, confidential
consulting services and training workshops in southwestern Pennsylvania to empower
entrepreneurs and small business owners with the knowledge they need to start, grow, and prosper.

Check out SBDC’s Full Workshop Calendar

https://www.sbdc.duq.edu/workshops
https://www.sbdc.duq.edu/workshops
https://www.duq.edu/
https://www.sbdc.duq.edu/Workshops
https://www.sbdc.duq.edu/Workshops


https://energysavepa-bia.com/
https://www.westminster.edu/alumni/events/register.cfm?id=1219


America250PA is proud of the
men and women who serve our
country, protecting our freedom
and democracy. America250PA
encourages nominations for our
#PAProud Servicemember
Spotlight Series. The
servicemember nominees—
active, retired or deceased—are
featured on all of our social
media channels to bring
attention to their efforts and
thank them for their service.
This series was made possible
by the generous support of
Coterra Energy and Camp
Freedom.

NOMINATE A LAWRENCE
COUNTY SERVICEMEMBER

https://www.america250pa.org/PPE:_Service_Member
https://www.america250pa.org/PPE:_Service_Member
https://www.america250pa.org/PPE:_Service_Member
https://www.america250pa.org/PPE:_Service_Member
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HIGHLIGHTS
Moraine State Park

Summer Adventures Await
Get outside this summer at Moraine State Park! From
stargazing and kayaking to trivia and wildlife
exploration, Moraine offers activities for all ages and
interests.

Upcoming Events:
SWAMP RUN SUNSET PADDLE
Tuesday, August 26 | 5-8 PM
528 Boat Launch (Prospect Exit off 422)
Join us for a longer paddle exploring the Swamp
Run area of Lake Arthur. You’ll learn basic
kayaking tips, spot wetland wildlife, and enjoy a
peaceful evening on the water. Pre-registration
required.

EAGLE AND OSPREY CRUISE
Wednesday, August 27 | 6:00 AM – 7:30 PM
Beside Owlet Gift Shop in McDanel’s Area (North
Shore)
Cruise aboard Preston’s Pearl to spot eagles and
ospreys soaring over Lake Arthur. Learn about
their comeback and biology from a park
naturalist. Binoculars provided. Pre-registration
required

SUNSET WILD TEAS CRUISE
Wednesday, September  3 | 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM
It’s tea time! Come take in the sunset while joining
us for a program all about wild teas aboard the
Preston’s Pearl pontoon boat! We will discuss the
history of tea and have various teas brewed from
native plants to sample. Come learn the
traditional uses of these teas and how to brew
them yourself!

FULL MOON PADDLE
Saturday, September  6 | 8:00 PM – 10:30 PM
Join us for a nighttime paddle as we explore the lake
during the full moon. We will start the evening off by
paddling into the sunset, then turn around and watch the
moon rise, lighting up the night. Due to increased
demand, sign-ups for using park kayaks at programs are
limited to two per year. Kayak and gear provided or bring
your own. Life jackets required to be worn.  Ages 12 and
up, under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Pre-
registration required. Registration opens Sunday, August
31st. To register, call the Park Office at 724-368-8811
between 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM. 

MUDDY CREEK OIL FIELD - 
LIVING HISTORY DEMONSTRATION
Saturday, September  13 | 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM
The Muddy Creek Oil Well is an award-winning
restoration site of an antique oil well. The Bessemer Gas
Engine and Marshall-Barr No. 19 oil well equipment is
restored and open for visitors to hear and see the
industry that powered this region. So come out and see
the Bessemer engine pump some Pennsylvania crude!
The well will operate from 11:00 AM until 4:00 PM one
Saturday a month.

https://events.dcnr.pa.gov/moraine_state_park


Click Here for more info

J.W. COUCH FOUNDATION
APPLICATION DUE SEPTEMBER
26, 2025

The J.W. Couch Foundation
supports nonprofit
organizations in the United
States in the areas of
preservation, education, and
wellness. 

For 2025, unsolicited grant
applications are accepted in
the following focus areas:
animal well-being, including
organizations that nurture
compassion and respect for all
living animals; early childhood
education, with a focus on
schools that provide young
children with a creative and
balanced approach to
education; teachers, with a
focus on teams helping
teachers succeed in educating
future generations; and getting
outside, including organizations
that facilitate and encourage
more outdoor activities that
help create healthier
communities.

Grant Opportunity

https://www.fcbanking.com/personal/mortgages/find-a-mortgage-loan-originator/denise-baker/
https://jwcouchfoundation.org/
https://jwcouchfoundation.org/


United Way Of Lawrence County
Community Volunteer Info

New Castle Lock & Key
For over 25 years, New Castle Lock & Key
has been a regional leader in standard
locksmith services, keyless entry systems,
security & surveillance systems and more.
We also offer sales and installation of
security safes & gun safes. Contact us
today to find out more!

(724) 333-0742

https://7mountainsmedia.com/
https://7mountainsmedia.com/
https://www.uwlawcty.org/how-to-help/volunteer/
https://www.newcastlelockkey.com/request-service/
https://www.newcastlelockkey.com/request-service/


https://hoytartcenter.org/whats-happening/annual-events/ignite/




SEE THIS WEEK’S AD    

(724) 698-7259

https://www.groceryoutlet.com/circulars
https://www.groceryoutlet.com/circulars
https://www.groceryoutlet.com/
https://riardos.com/menu
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063455683702
https://riardos.com/
https://business.lawrencecounty.com/list/member/growing-wellness-3833
tel:7246987259






You may have gotten a call recently from our awesome summer intern, Ella. She’s
been reaching out to help us update your business info for our member directory. 

That’s just the first step.

Next, we’re working on making your member directory page even better. Think SEO
keywords to boost your visibility on Google, richer descriptions to showcase what you

do, and helpful links and details to drive customers your way.
This is one of the big ways Forward Lawrence supports our members, by actively
referring business and helping you connect with others in our network. A strong
business community is built on relationships, and when one of us grows, we all

benefit.

MEMBER PAGES ARE GETTING AN UPGRADE!

ARE YOU HIRING?
Members can post job listings through the member portal 

or by emailing perry@lawrencecounty.com

THINKING ABOUT
ADVERTISING IN OUR NEWSLETTER?

Email newsletter@lawrencecounty.com to find out more!

If you’re just starting out or have been in
business for years, our networking events are a
chance to meet people, make connections, and

keep growing.

Visit our Event Calendar

mailto:newsletter@lawrencecounty.com
https://business.lawrencecounty.com/events/calendar/

